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Nick Murphy, of Alliance, stops his watch as he crosses the finish line of the Alliance
Community Hospital’s Steppin’ Out for Hospice 5K Run Saturday evening after tak-
ing first place. The twilight run started at the main entrance to the hospital, went
down Arch Avenue, wrapping around the hospital campus, and ended just west of
the hospital in the parking lot.

More than 600 athletes participate
in Alliance Hospital Hospice 5K run

The Alliance Community
Hospital Foundation had
another successful year
during its Steppin’ Out for
Hospice 5K Run/Walk on
Saturday.

The 2013 event, held on
the ACH campus, took
place Saturday under a
clear blue sky, with nearly
620 runners and walkers
participating in the city’s
biggest 5K.

Several hospital staff
members noted that the
event went off without a
hitch. Susan Lucas, direc-
tor of public relations/
foundation at ACH, said
there was something for
everyone to enjoy on Sat-
urday.

“It is such an amazing
event that brings together
all age groups. Watching
the toddlers cross the fin-
ish line during the 1K fun
run, followed by the adults
finishing their 5K under
the stars truly was a testa-
ment to the amount of love
and support our commu-
nity has for ACH Hospice,”
Lucas said.

Race director and nurs-
ing director Marianne
Sevcik said the race had
special meaning. “Look-
ing at the signs of remem-
brance that line the streets
and seeing the personal-
ized shirts and banners
that the race participants
and spectators make to
honor their loved ones
is always a very special
part of the evening,” said
Sevcik.

ACH Hospice works in
close conjunction with the
Alliance Visiting Nurse

Association. Hospice pro-
vides a host of bedside
and in-home care services,
as well as respite care to
the terminally ill and their
family members. Likewise,
AVNA offers many types
of skilled health services
to homebound patients.
Annually, more than 200
patients in Alliance and
the surrounding communi-
ties receive hospice care,
regardless of their ability
to pay for its services.

“We’re  honored and
humbled to care for these
patients and their family
members, who regularly
come back to us as volun-
teers, said hospice coor-
dinator Sue Barrick, RN.
“They are truly amazing
and they become like fam-
ily to our staff.”

“In addition to the races,
we took a few moments to
remember our dear friend
and longtime volunteer Liz
Shelt. Releasing the pur-
ple balloons in her honor
was a moment that we will
all remember fondly,” said
Barrick.

Several runners took
home top honors on Sat-
urday, including: Overall
Male — Nicholas Murphy,
of Alliance, first place;
Zach Bloss, of Beloit, sec-
ond place; Jon Karmazin,
of Salem, third place;
Overall Female Eliza-

beth Mason, of Sandusky,
first place; Holly Stuchell,
of Alliance, second place;
Alayna Kennedy, of Alli-
ance, third place.

The following run-
ners placed first in their
age groups: Females
1-14 — Allison Slutz, 13,
of Salem; Males 1-14 —
Jack Schiefelbein, 13, of
Columbus; Females 15-19
— Karli Kadlecek, 19, of
Alliance; Males 15-19 —
Spencer Foltz, 19, of North
Canton; Females 20-24 —
Christe Sheen, 20, of Alli-
ance; Males 20-24 — Zach-
ary Daniels, 20, of Salem;
Females 25-29 Nata-
lie Deckerd, 28, of Alli-
ance; Males 25-29 — Alex
Hallman, 26, of Alliance;
Females 30-34 — Ann Kes-
terke, 32, of Alliance; Males
30-34 — Ryan Bajornas,
34, of Massillon; Females
35-39 — Dena Thomas, 39,
of Alliance; Males 35-39
— Brian Caruthers, 38, of
Homeworth; Females 40-44
— Jackie Aegerter, 44, of
Massillon; Males 40-44 —
Mike Smith, 44, of Salem;
Females 45-49 — Stepha-
nie Irwin, 47, of Canal Ful-
ton; Males 45-49 — Chris

Winner of
This Week’s
Word Find Puzzle:

Domenic
Pallante
of Homeworth

Aegerter, 45, of Massillon;
Females 50-54 — Mindy
Wilsford, 50, of Carroll-
ton; Males 50-54 — David
Mitchell, 54, of Alliance;
Females 55-59 Mike
Miller, 58, of Paris; Males
55-59 — Dean Custer, 56,
of Alliance; Females 60-64
— Linda Black, 63, of Root-
stown; Males 60-64 — Doug
Hradek, 60, of Wooster;
Females 65-69 — Nancy
Stinson, 66, of North Can-
ton; Males 65-69 — Jim
Warner, 65, of Louisville;
and Males 70-99 — Bob
Chittenden.

New this year was the
introduction of a walkers
only category. Top honors
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went to Debra Zellers, 52,
of Mogadore, first place;
Carl Ribaudo, 55, of Mas-
sillon, second place; and
Tom Marchand, 55, of Mas-
sillon, third place.

Many companies and
individuals supported
this year’s race, including
sponsors Altercare of Alli-
ance Center for Rehabilita-
tion and Nursing Care Inc.,
Cassaday-Turkle-Christian
Funeral and Cremation
Service, Sharer-Stirling-
Skivolocke Funeral Home,
Ermlich Insurance Agency,
American Legion Post 166,
GDK & Company, Kish-
man’s IGA, Huntington
Bank, The Alliance Review,
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DASCO Home Medical
Equipment, Second Sole-
Canton, Perkins, Buckeye
State Credit Union and
WDJQ-Q92.

For more information
about AVNA Hospice, call
330-821-7055. For a com-
plete list of race results,
visit www.achosp.org or
visit the ACH Facebook

page.
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